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1.Handwriting at St Anne’s CE Primary:
At St Anne’s, we are very proud of our children’s handwriting and our joined handwriting style. We
use cursive joins as the basis of our handwriting policy and cover all of the requirements of the
National Curriculum. From Year 1, children write in A4 handwriting, lined books for all curriculum
areas. We focus on developing autonomous, consistent and neat handwriting across all subject areas.
Our curriculum encourages children to take pride in their presentation and to always produce work
to their highest standard. We recognise that neat, legible handwriting and presentation are
important life skills. Children at St Anne’s work towards achieving a ‘handwriting pen licence’ in Year
3 onwards.

2. WriteWell Approach
At St Anne’s we use Schofield and Sims WriteWell approach to teach and develop our children’s
handwriting. This approach develops fluency, legibility and eventually speed, so that by the end of
KS2, children can write their ideas confidently in all writing across the curriculum. Using WriteWell
to support this at St Anne’s, ensures there is a systematic and consistent approach to the teaching of
handwriting, and provides us with a clearly structured whole school scheme.

3. Our Aims:
•
•
•
•
•
•

A consistent approach to handwriting and presentation across the whole school, ensuring
high levels of presentation in all curriculum areas.
Handwriting in our school is modelled to a high standard.
All children develop the correct posture and pencil grip for writing.
All children achieve a neat, legible handwriting style with correctly formed (and joined)
cursive handwriting.
All children have a sense of pride in producing work to a high standard.
Our children to develop fluency and speed; writing autonomously with confidence and correct
orientation.

4.Teaching and Learning at St Anne’s
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Children experience coherence and continuity in learning and teaching across the school.
We develop a recognition and appreciation of pattern and line and we offer continuous
support in finding a comfortable grip.
We help children to understand the importance of clear and neat presentation in order to
communicate meaning clearly.
Children are encouraged to take pride in the presentation of their work and therefore study
handwriting with a sense of enjoyment and achievement.
Children are supported in developing correct spelling quickly through a multi-sensory
approach to handwriting.
Children are shown how to be able to write quickly to aid expressing themselves creatively
and imaginatively across the curriculum and for a range of purposes.
Our children are equipped to use their skills with confidence and pride in real life situations.

Lowercase letter examples:

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
Uppercase letters examples:

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
Number examples:

1234567890
The break letters (letters that aren’t joined from) are:

bgjpqxyzs
5. A Developmental approach
Handwriting is a developmental process that requires simultaneous engagement of a range of
capabilities, including physical strength; visual perception; and both gross and fine motor skills.
Children must constantly draw on existing knowledge as they gradually grasp the features of fluent
handwriting. WriteWell provides us with a strong, progressive, and developmental coverage of the
National Curriculum requirements for handwriting, that sit in line with the advice from the National
Handwriting Association. They advise using the following steps for success:

When using WriteWell, the eight S Factors are grouped into four developmental stages, and then
split into 11 discrete modules that take the form of 11 pupil books as shown below.

6. The Teaching Model
The teaching model is based on focused teaching session, using the following pedological approach.

The Pupil books provide carefully structured progression and a consistent approach to teaching and
learning handwriting throughout the programme. The books each contain 15 teaching units, followed
by one or more writing challenges. Each unit has a clear focus, which is explained at the beginning of
each unit. The unit activities, which correspond with the steps of the teaching model, ensure that the
focus is understood, attempted, practised, and then applied. It is intended that teachers assess pupils’
progress after they complete each activity type.

In EYFS (including Nursery):
o
o
o
o
o
o

o

o
o
o
o

Children start mark making on plain paper but are soon introduced to lines to encourage
and support the appropriate position on the baseline (Appendix 1).
Children regularly explore line and pattern making.
Movements are regularly incorporated to enhance gross motor skills such as: air writing,
pattern making and dancing.
Children are supported in developing balance and upper body strength to help with the core
strength and posture for writing through PE activities.
Children engage with daily hand strengthening as part of their Phonics lessons.
As part of our continuous provision and targeted support, children develop fine motor skills:
fastening, buttons, pulling up zips, threading, tweezers, cutting, sticking, pinching, making
collages with wool or string etc.
As part of daily Phonics lessons, letter formation is focused on, modelled and practised.
Children have opportunities to learn letter formations through a sensory approach and then
apply to handwriting. Children are taught using a tripod grip.
In EFYS, our children learn the different shaped letter families.
Great emphasis is also placed on the correct formation of numeral digits, with a focus on
appropriate and consistent size and orientation.
Children are taught to recognise and use capital letters.
Children are taught that we write from left to write and left-handed children are given
support in finding a comfortable writing position.

In KS1:
Children are taught to begin to join their letters from Year 1 onwards. Handwriting is taught as a
discrete subject weekly and is practised daily in Phonics lessons. The correct position for writing and
the tripod grip is reinforced and built upon from EYFS (Appendix 1 and 2). Gross and fine motor
skills continue to be a priority in KS1. Children practise patterns and free flowing motions daily and
continue to build on hand strength from EYFS.
KS1 teachers put particular focus on:
o
o
o
o
o

Continuing to develop their fine and gross motor skills through a multi-sensory range of
activities.
Learning letter families and applying and using knowledge from Phonics lessons.
Writing both lower case and upper-case letters consistently in the correct orientation.
Writing from left to write with all letters sitting on the line.
Finding a convenient position for their page and having the correct posture and position for
writing (Appendix 1).

Children are taught:
o
o

Early cursive joins.
The diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters.

o
o
o

Ascenders and descenders (ensuring that ascenders reach the appropriate height and that
descenders sit below the line).
Break letters (letters which are not joined from b g j p q x y z s),
To confidently use the handwriting lines in their A4 writing books, working towards forming
letters of consistent size, shape and orientation.

Children who are not making expected progress with their handwriting are given extra support and
support materials

In KS2:
During this stage, the children continue to have direct teaching and regular practice of handwriting.
Handwriting is also practised in spelling sessions. Teachers continue to model high quality
handwriting in all areas. The joins continue to be taught and break letters focused on too. Teachers
continue to teach the horizontal and diagonal strokes needed to join letters. Children who are not
making expected progress with their handwriting are given extra support and support materials. The
sitting position for writing is regularly modelled too and we do P checks – see ‘Across our school P
checks). Children are awarded a handwriting pen when letter formation and joins are secure and
presentation is neat. This will be assessed on an individual basis by class teachers.
We aim for children to develop a clear and fluent style by the end of Key Stage 2 and that they are
able to adapt their handwriting for the following different purposes:
o
o
o

A neat legible hand for finished, presented work in all curriculum areas.
Faster script for notes.
Print for labelling maps or diagrams.

We expect children to join in all curriculum areas and focus on neat and legible presentation; always
taking pride in their work.

7. Handwriting on the Timetable:
In EYFS, letter formations are focused on and practised in Phonics sessions and through continuous
provision and targeted support.
In KS1, in addition to phonics sessions, there are also a minimum of 2 15-minute discrete
handwriting sessions each week and handwriting is also practised during spelling lessons.
In KS2, there are a minimum of 2 15-minute discrete handwriting sessions each week and
handwriting is also practised during spelling lessons.

8. P Checks:
We use P checks to help children to remember the key skills and top tips for handwriting:

Handwriting is a complex skill that involves many different mental and physical capabilities. Often,
issues relating to the physical process are the cause of handwriting problems. For example, poor
posture or pencil grip can make writing laborious or even painful.
The P Checks have been developed by the NHA help to focus teachers and pupils on important
features of the physical writing process and establish good practice. It is important to establish good
habits early, as writing habits are very difficult to change once formed and these P Checks should be
introduced as early as Stage 1.

9. Left Handed Pupils at St Anne’s:
Teachers are aware of the specific needs of left-handed pupils and make appropriate provision:
o
o
o
o
o
o

Paper should be positioned to right for left handed pupils and slanted to suit the individual
Pencils should not be held too close to the point as this can interrupt pupils’ line of vision
Pupils should be positioned so that they can place their paper to their left side
Left-handed pupils should sit to the left of a right-handed child so that they are not
competing for space – avoiding elbows knocking
Left handed pupils should be encouraged to bring their hands down and round so a hooked,
claw like style doesn’t develop
Extra practise with left-to-right exercises may well be necessary before pupils write left-toright automatically and where this is the case, we use intervention.
(Appendix 3)

10. Equal Opportunities / Inclusion:
The vast majority of pupils are able to write legibly and fluently. However, some pupils need more
support and provision will be made for this. Teachers of children whose handwriting is limited by
problems with fine motor skills should liaise with our SENDCo to develop a programme designed for
the individual child or an intervention. This may involve extra handwriting sessions and access to
extra resources. Other areas that could be considered are posture, lighting, angle of table etc.
Outside agencies can be contacted where appropriate.

11. Assessment:
Below, the National Curriculum Requirements are outlined for each Key Stage.
End of Key Stage 1 Assessment
Working towards the expected standard:

Forming lower-case letters in the correct direction,
starting and finishing in the right place
- Forming lower-case letters in the correct size
relative to one another in some of the writing
- Using spacing between words

Working at the expected standard:

- Using the diagonal and horizontal strokes
needed to join letters in some of their writing.
- Writing capital letters and digits of the correct
size, orientation and relationship to one another
and to lower case letters.
- Using spacing between words that reflects the
size of the letters.

Working at greater depth within the
expected standard:

- Using the diagonal and horizontal strokes
needed to join letters in most of their writing.

End of Key Stage 2 Assessment
Working towards the expected standard:

- Producing legible joined handwriting.

Working at the expected standard:

- Maintaining legibility, fluency and speed in
handwriting through choosing whether or not to
join specific letters.

Working at greater depth within the
expected standard:

- No additional requirements for handwriting,
individual style mastered.

On-going formative assessment:
To ensure our children are meeting their age-related expectations, we ensure assessment is an
integral part of our teaching sequence. This allows errors and difficulties to eb identified and
corrected straightaway before they become ingrained.
Ongoing assessment should involve observing children writing, so that the process, as well ad the
finished product, can also be assessed.

Self-Assessment:
Self-assessment always plays an important role in handwriting development as it helps pupils to see
how they can improve their own writing. There should be opportunities for this within each unit of
handwriting taught. Simple strategies, such as circling their best letter shape and identifying one to
improve, can be introduced from Stage 1. In Stages 2 – 4, checklists and be used to help develop
children’s ability to look at their writing critically, checking key aspects and deciding what needs to
be improved.
This should also be occasionally supported by peer assessment.
Summative Assessment:
As a more formal assessment is needed from time to time to assess progress in handwriting, identify
long term problems and check children are ready to move on, we use WriteWell’s assessment
resources as outlined below.
Writing Analysis Sheet:
These analysis sheets are provided for each developmental stage, they include a checklist of relevant
criteria to help focus your assessment of a piece of writing. The list includes the P checks and S
Factors as well as more specific points about letter shapes, joins and style that are relevant to the
Stage. See Appendix 4 for an example.
Ready to Go Assessment.
These are also provided at the end of each Stage and assesses whether a pupil is ready to move onto the
next stage of the programmes. This varies in context, but typically involves copying text or writing from
dictation. See Appendix 5.

Appendix 1:
The Sitting Position for Writing:

Appendix 2:
The Tripod Grip

Appendix 3:

Appendix 4
Writing Analysis Sheet Example

Appendix 5
Ready to Go Assessments

